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EU: Europe Seeks Stronger Latin American Trade 
Ties 


BRO404131496 Brussels EUROPEAN VOICE 
in English 3-10 Apr 96 p7 


[Arucle by Elizabeth Wise: “Europe Secks To Boost 
Latin American Ties” ] 

{[FBIS Transcribed Text] “The time is right,” reads a 
European Commission proposal for stepping up tes 
with Latin America 


Its conclusion is based on the fact that the region's 
sitting governments are politically acceptable and it 1s 
fast becoming an economic powerhouse. 

Not only that, Commission officials say privately, but as 
Latin America expands its commercial interests beyond 
its northern ncighbours, the EU could benefit from 
filling a gap which has been left open by the United 
States. 


“Since Spain and Portugal joined the Union, Latin 
America has become a priority for the EU,” said one. 
“Before, it was a vast, uncharted territory. We had one 
delegation in Caracas. Now, ten years later, we have 
delegations in cach Latin American country and we have 


Flushed with that success, the Commission says it is 
gaining ground on fruitless attempts by North Amer- 
icans to create a Free Trade Area of the Americas 
(FTAA) by 2005. 


Although North and South America have begun talks 
and created working groups, the Commission feels it is 
Hot too late to step in with its own initiatives. 


“The difficulty is not for the EU to win a place in the 
north- south dialogue, it is for the North Americans to 
regain their place,” said one official. 

The Union has cooperation agreements with Mercosur 
(Argentina Brazil, Paraguay and Uruguay), the Andean 
Pact (Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Venezuela), 
the San Joi * group of Central American nations, Chile 
and Mexico. 


External Reiations Commissioner Manuc!l Marin heads 
to Peru, Bolivia, Argentina and Ecuador this month 
for a whirlwind tour that will include meetings of the 
continent-wide Rio Group (15-16 April in Cochabamba, 
Bolivia) and the Mercosur governments. 


Mercosur countries now approach the EU as a bloc 
rather than Dilaterally and its rotating presidents receive 
fully-fledged welcomes in Brussels, such as the one 
given to Uruguay President Julio Maria Sanguinetti 
last November and expected for Argentinian President 
Carlos Menem in June 
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By recognizing Mercosur as a unified catty long 
before Washington did, the EU made ut clea that 
wanted closer political tics. Bul its main motives arc 
commercial. “If Latin America still had dictators, social 
instatility and dett-ridden cconomuics, it 1s clear we 
would not be there,” said a Commission official, adding: 
“The opport:niues for business are not ncgligidic 


Marin’s text puts the two in perspective. Attributing in- 
creased dialogue between the EU and Latin America to 
“recent improvements”, it puts peace and the consolda- 
tion of the rule of law and democracy in parentheses, 
but gives the economic references the full, non- brack- 
ected crescendo of the sentence: “Growth is turning Latin 
America into a huge powerhouse of trade and invest- 
ment potential” 


Last December, EU leaders signed a cooperation agree- 
mem with Mercosur heads of state. While establishing 
its good intentions, it also allows the Union to delay 
talk of free trade. If it were to agree to free trade now, 
markets wouki have to open by 2005. This way, free 
trade talks will only begin in 2001, if both sides agree 
ton 


EU officials draw a parallel between the reform of the 
Union currently under way in the Intergovernmental 
Conference and Mercosur’s own need for consolida- 
tion. The Union watched progress in the North Ameri- 
can Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) carefully, and con- 
cluded that merely opening doors without preparing the 
terrain ran the risk of disasters such as Mexico's cur- 
rency crisis. 

Already, the four Mercosur nations account for half of 
all EU imports and exports to the continent. According 
to the Commission, Union exports to the region rose by 
35 percent between 1993 and 1994 - the highest growth 
figures for EU exports recorded anywhere in world 


EU firms are active in South America, especially in the 
automobile, pharmaceutical, food and banking sectors. 
and Spanish and Italian telecoms giants contro! most of 
South America’s big telephone firms. 


But they do not have a completely open playing-ficid 


In Argentina, US banks are scen as the biggest heavy- 
weights. Argentinian trade officials say the Americans 


are still important players in the region and argue that 
there are advantages in dealing with both 


For cxample, large volume soya exports find duty-free 
entry to the EU, but are blocked from US markets, while 
fruit and vegetables have much better access to the US 


than to Europe. 


Argenumans criticise EU barners to thew produce as 
political and not market-driven 
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Since the GATT world trade accord levelled the 
playing-field for most industrial trade in 1994, Latin 
Americans can export with equal case to Europe of 
North America. But the Union remains Latin America’s 
biggest export market. 


Nonetheless, Argenunians and Brazilians are Concerned 
about EU announcements that their industries will 
lose the privileges they now enjoy under the EU's 
Generalised Sysiem of Preferences three years from 
now, as they are deemed too competitive. 


One Argentunian official said isolationist trends in ‘he 
US Congress were not driving them into the arms of 
Europe, but Mercosur governments were nevertheicss 
anxious to consohdate trade wich Europe. 


Trade disputes with the EU - such as one last autumn 
over Caf import quotas in Brazil - do arise, but are 
usually resolved in bilateral discussions and have not yet 
required arbitration at the World Trade Organisation. 


The EU, as much as it insists on labour and environment 
condiions when it discusses trade with Asia, Goes 
not mention then when talking about Latin America. 
Humes nghts are, however, the subject of the first 
<iauses in EU accords with all Latin American nations, 
and EU officials openly say they are designed as 
“deterrents for future coup attempts”. 


The EU has not made agreements conditional on efforts 
by the region's governments to combat drugs, but is 
instead trying to help. To encourage alternative crops to 
take the place of drug plantations, the Union allows al! 
new crops into EU markets duty free. 


The low volume of such new crops, which include 
cereals, coffee, cocoa and exotic fruits, is not yet a threat 
to traditional Union suppliers - but if volumes rise, that 
policy will be tested. 


G-7: Japan Proposes Hosting Next Employment 
Meeting 


BROI048 121596 Paris AFP in French 
1541 GMT 2 Apr %6 


[FBIS Translated Text) Lille, 2 Apr (AFP) — Japan has 
proposed hosting the next G-7 meeting on employment 
im One of two years if its partners agree, Japanese Labor 
Minister Takanobu Nagai said on Tuesday [2 April] 
This meeting could be held at expert of ministerial level. 
he said at the end of the G-7 meeting on employment 
im Lille. 
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This proposal was made dunng two days of discussions 
in Ltile anu must be examined at the sumamut of heads of 
state of the most lnghly industrialized countnes, which 
is duc to be held in Lyon at the end of June. 


“The member counties will have to decide whether this 
conference should assume the same form (as the onc 
sm Lille), if manisters should participate in ut and, if 
so, which ones. Mr. Nagai sand, speaking at a news 
conference 


The Lille mecting of U» labor and economy ministers 
of the G-7 countries — the United States, Canada. Great 
Britain, Germany, Italy, France, and Japan — has come 
two years after the meeting held in Detron in 1994 


In his closing declaration, [French] Economy Minister 
Jacques Barrot sand that Japan had suggested organizing 
a mecting at cxpert level more particularly focused on 
the employment of young people and traning. 


Mr. Nagai suggested that the mecting be held af 
ministerial level. “If the member countries agree, Japan 
is ready to welcome them,” he said. Asked about the 
planned date, he rephed: “perhaps next year or in two 


years.” 


The Japanese ministers believed that the participants 
had reached a broad consensus on the approach for 
combating unemployment. In Japan, employment — 
which is at a level of 4 percent of the working 
population — is well below the average for ali G-7 
countries. “By returning to Japan we want to learn the 
lessons from the very difficult mes being expenenced 
by the other countries so a to maintain the level 
of employment and create jobs.” Deputy Trade and 
Industry Minister Noboru Endo said 


All the members admutied that raere was a need to con- 
tinue to deregulate world trade, he continued. “What we 
need is a Common vision of the need for deregulation. I 
think that we succeeded in reaching a consensus on this 
pormt, he said 


Mr. Nagai echoed the comments made by a number 
of delegates according to which the appeals to respect 
an international standard of labor nghts should serve 
to Mask a certain protectionism. “There is a danger of 
protectionism, he said 
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EU: Kinkel, Rifkind Discuss Common Security. 
“efense Policy 

AU0304130896 Frankfur/Mam FRANKIURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 3 Apr % p 2 


[Repon by “C.G.: “Talks on European Security Pol- 
wy] 

[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn, 2 April — Unaffected 
by the cvents surrounding mad<cow discasc, Anglo- 
German talks between the forciga munisicrs have taken 
place m London. As was reported in Bonn on Tuesday 
[2 April], the evening before Forcign Minister Kavkel 
and Foreign Secretary Riflund had discussed relatwins 
between the Western European Union (WEU) and the 
EU, as well as Bosma The talk had been agreed on 
during the opening session of the EU inte. governmental 
conference in Turin on 1) March. Reportedly, in Lon- 
don the objective of a common security and defense pol- 
icy has now heen agreed on, though opmmons differ on 
the question of majority decisions in this field, while it 
was regarded as necessary to clarify the definition of fu- 
ture ties between the WEU and the EU Kinke!l saod that 
it ts desirable for the EU to have a guideline function 
toward the WEU. According to Bonn’s interpretation, 
Rifkind is getting closer to the German position imso- 
tas as he agreed to the mandate for an Anglo-German 
caperts group to define the concept of guidelines in 
greatcr detail. Britain thinks that 11 1s impossible to give 
the European Council the authority to instruct the WEU 
because the two umons have different menihers 


Regarding Bosnia, the “donor conference’ in Brussels 
on 12 and 13 April was discussed. There a decison 
on further financial aid for Bosnia’s reconstruction is 
to be made. Kinkel announced that Germany will not 
participate in the conference if all 96 prisoners of war 
still detained are not released by then. The pressure on 
the hostile parties has to be maintarned. As an example, 
Kinkel mentioned the postponement of the conference 
with representatives of the Bosman-Croat Federation, 
which had originally been planned for Petersherg ncar 
Bonn for the end of March. As a consequence of 
the cancellation, 4 new agreement on a ‘statilizing 
structures” of the federation was made in Sarajevo last 
Saturday. Prom this Kinkel concluded that pressure 1s 
useful because it has a unifying effect on the parties 
Rifkind said that Kinkel’s attitude is bawcally night 
One must not throw moncy aficr Bosnian parties who 
ae not prepared for peace. However, Rifkind did not 
clarify whether Britain will participate in the “donor 
conference’ in Brussels if the condition for the release 
of all prisoners is not fulfilled 


Kinkel and Rifkind were of one mind thal deploymen: 
of German and Britwh IFOR [implementanon Force! 
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troops i Bosma after the cad of the current mandaic 
agreed upon with the United States is out of the ques- 
von. “We went there together with the Americans and 
we will leave together with them.” The former cacnuecs 
in Bosnia must not gam the umpresson that the [FOR 
troops ate prepared to secure peace forever. Rifku-* and 
Kinkel resolved to travel together to Ukraine in the das! 
week of May. in this way, the West is to signal to the 
second largest country of the former Sovect Union after 
Russia that i supports and recogmizes it as an umportant 


part of Europe, was stated. 


EU: Plans for BSE Expected To Cost $550 Million 


AU0404140496 Paris AFP in English 
1349 GMT 4 Apr % 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Pans, April 4 (APP) — A plan 
by the European Union to deal with the mad cow [BSE 
— Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy) crisis will cost 
a total of 440 milhon ECUs ($590 million) im the first 
year of implementation, the French Finance Ministry 


estimated on Thursday. 


The estimate covered the cost of EU compensation for 
the slaughter of cattle, the cost of chimimating suspect 
veal calves and the purchase by the EU of $0,000 tonnes 
of mea to suppor the market, Budget minister Alan 
Lama soure said. 


The “mad cow” crisis affects mainly the bee! industry 
in Britain but has ramifications throughout the Europe an 
Union (EU) 


Compensation for the slaughter of four million cows 
would cost 320 milhon ECUs per year during five 
years. Under the plan 816,000 cows per year were to 
he slaughtered, Lamassoure, who ts also spokesman for 
the French government, noted. The purchase of heel for 
intervention stocks would cost 100 milhon BCUs 


The chmination of veal calves from Britain but fattened 
in other member countries of the EU. would cost 19 
millon BCUs. This measure concerned 160,000 animals 
of which 70,000 were in Prance, be said. But the cos 
would not he borne wholly by the 15 members of the 
European Union because Britain had oMained a special 
budget arrangement in 1984, EU cuperts had cxuplained 
on Tuesday. 


Under this arrangement, by which Britain was re-pand 
part of its contribution to the budget. the more i receives 
in direct cash the less i receives by way of re-payment 
of part of its net contribution to the EU budget The 
will reduce the act cost to the EU of dealing with the 
mad ¢ w protiem. Lamassoure saw 


Experts estimate that Britain will hear three quarters ©! 
the cost mm the end 
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EU: Delegation To Seek Iran's Condemnatias of 
Terrorism 


BRO304342596 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 3 Apr 96 
p3 


[Report signed “).C.G.": “Troika Travels to iran To 
Request Condemnation of Terrorism” } 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt) Jerusalem — Yesterday the 
European woika conveyed to Tehran an official message 
that relavons between the EU and the Islamx Republic 
of tan — which are officially limited to a “critical 
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sources, although Velayat: will lssten to the European 
atguments, he will pose a single question: If there ac 
fears of alleged lraman complicity im terrors! attacks 
catned out in Israci and Europe, why ts no evidence be- 
ing submitted’ The arrest warrant issued by the German 
government against Informaton Mumister Al: Fallahian 
for his alleged involvement in the assassinabon of Ira- 
nian dissidents is viewed in Tehran as a farce bordering 


on conspiracy. 


Velayati will repeat that Tehran's onposition to the 
current peace process in the Middic East docs not 
necessarily imply matenal support for the cxtremist 
Palestinian groups which, like Hamas or the Islamic 
Jihad, are trying to undermine the process with bomb 
attacks in Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. If the Europeans 
expect iran to condemn Hamas’ activities they will 
no dou be disappowted. The cnure iranian hierarchy 
has applauded “the Palestuman’s berox struggle against 
Israch occupation. Iran's spiritual leader, Ayatollah 
“Ali Khamenc’i, recently described the peace agreement 
between Isracl and Yasir ‘Arafat s government as “the 
lamb's submission to the wolf” [passage omitted] 
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According to the state police, in Austra there are some 
400 Kurdish actvists ready to use violence. The number 
of supporters is estimated at approximately 4,000. Even 
though the Supreme Court has classified the PKK 
(and affilated organizations like the National Liberation 
Promt of Kurdistan), which has an office in Vienna) as 


Austria: Schuesel Warns of Increasing Maha 
Activity 

AU0404115796 Vienna NEUE KRONEN-ZEITUNG 
in German 4 Apr p2 


[Report by Dieter Kindermann: “Mafia Links Becormng 
Stronger Here and in Europe” | 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt) The commatiay of organized 
crime must be intensified in this Country and through. 
out Europe, Vice Chancellor Wolfgang Schucssc! told 
NEVE KRONEN-ZEITUNG yesterday. This to be 
done with the aid of electronn detection means. a reform 
of the state police, the deployment of border troops. Eu- 
ropol. and cross-border automated search methods ¢ou- 
pled with a data bank that can hold (0 milhon tems of 
information. 


“If one wants a free movement of capital and wnre- 
strictes personnel movements within the EU. one must 
be prerared to do more for security, otherwise the un- 
restricted freedem will merely offer crumimals incred:- 
ble opportunities,” said Schucssel. “These are not pus! 
words. This is something that must be taken senous!y 


As evidence, Schuessel cited a few horror figures to 
show that Mafia links are hecomung stronger not pust in 
Europe, but also here in Austria 


— According to Interpol estimates, some 700 Dillon 
schillings of drug moncy from the East were laundcrod 
in Europe in 1995; 


— Almost one-quarter of the crime in Austria can 
already be attnbuted to organized hands. 


—~ Mafia circles from Turkey, ex-Yugoslavia, and the 
CIS countries have already cornered almost the entre 
Austrian prostitubon market and 7% percent of the drugs 
trade. 


Prominent experts confirm this. General Director for 
Public Security Sika told the criminologists Congress 
in Vienna in 1995 that Auttria is becoming more and 
more of a center of operations .or criminal org ams ations 
acting on a Burope-wide wale. Vienna Polwe Chet 
Stied! claimed that up to 20 Millon schullings are im the 
process of being lsundered in Austria [passage omuticd| 
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UK: Government Protests US. Mowe To leolate 
Cube 


L0304154396 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1343 GMT 3 Apr 


(By Stephen Alderman | 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The Gover=ment has protested 
to the United States taday over legilabon amed a 
isolanng Cuba, Foreign Office Minter of State Su 
Nicholas Bomsor disclosed in the Commons today 


A Gplomatx note had been sew tw the US Emnassy 
complaming about the Heims-Burtom Act. which gives 
US citizens who lost property im Cuba the nght to suc 
British and ..her foreign compames wading with the 
country, he told MPs 


The issue was raned at question tome by Tory Tem Rath- 
bone (Lewes). who urged Sir Nicholas to continue the 
Government's actions to persuade the US to withdraw 
this ludicrous piece of legislation’. The Act was “bad 
for everybody, but worst of all for Cuba om its transition 
to democracy . Mr Rathbone protested 


Sw Nicholas replied: “1 can assure you that the Govern- 
ment docs take this very scriously 


The legislation had two particulaly objectionable 
Clauses, the minister added. One gave US citizens 
the right to suc in American courts British and other 
foreign compames which ‘waffic” with and in Cuha 


In the other, the United States clamed the nght to 
exclude from the US .nyhady connected with ay 
company trafficking with Cuba and that would appear 
to include sharcholders and thew families’. said So 
Nicholas 


He declared: “This Government views that as being an 
unacceptaec piece of legisiati.a with very high extra- 
territorial content. We are therefore making tulateral 
complaints to the United States Government, the movi 
recent of which is a diplomaty note which we have sent 
today. We are also jouning with our European Union 
colleagues to see what steps can Ne taken collectively to 
try to persuade the US to think better of thes unfortunate 
move. 


For the OCipposition. Tony Lioyd said Labour fully 
supported the Government's acthons 


The Trade and Industry Deparment had made clear in 
tricfings that it heheved the United States would take 
acho of an exemplary Pass against Botsh companies 
m order to warn other Britwh and other companies 
from trading with Cuba. sand Mr Liowd Me urged 
Sa Nicholas to “make i quite clear th that would he 
grossly unacceptamc to thes country and make sure that 
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the American Presadent 1s under oc “lasso that ois the 
posspon of the Brunh Government that he should use 
his power to delay indcfimscly thes icgniatron 


The sumstcr rephed: “Cenanly « would the wholly 
wnacceptadic to Her Majesty's Goverament if Brush 
compamecs were used as cucmplats to discourage others 
from wading wh Cubs and “ec would make te 


strongest represcntaboms to the US Government were 
that to be the case 


Sw Nicholas added that munimters would be trying 
hard a we can” to pet Present Clinton to defer xc 
legisiaon. “1 am afrasd that in an clechon yea he may 
find « difficuh, but we will try our best to make sure 
that he docs. he pledged 


UK: PRC Said ‘Threatening Confidence’ in Hong 
Kong 

110104171596 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 

in English 1542 GMT I Apr % 


[By Andr-« Evans} 


(PBIS Tramcrited Text] The Goverament today a 

cused China of threatening contidence in Hong Kong by 
its demand that the colony's crvil service should back a 
Bewing-apy canted legislature after next year s takeover 


Foreign Office Monster Baroness Chalker imsisted that 
the Legislative Council (LegCo), clected last year, 
showld remain in office for its four-year term 


Lady Chalker added that China's emphasis on peaceful 
reunification with Tarwan had heen discredited’ by its 
military exercees off Tarwan She told the Lords at 
question time: ‘We have made i quite clear that any 
move to create conflact of loyalty would he damaging to 
the confidence of the civil service and for Hong Kong 


Lady Chalker went on We have made inguires of 
the Chinese. We continue to find out exactly what they 
are seckung to say. And as soon as we have better 
undervianding of what they are saying — apan from 
threats — { will he abic to say a lettle more Bul we 
are well aware of the very serious implications of ther 
remarks, should they carry them through 


Lady Chalker revterated that the legislative council 
clected last year should he allowed to serve ther full 
four-year term”. She sand We have told the Chinese 
that there is fo pustific ation for the estahiishment of a 
provissonal legis! ature 


She sand «~We stand Py our commitment to work wrth 
the legitemate legislature, which 1 LegCo 


Tory Lord Stadelsky said China's recent bullying of 
Tarwan, its determunation to scrap the recently clea ted 
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Lepi« ad replac of by a2 apponted body and to 
cutrat a pledge of loyalty to that bady from Hong 
Kong scmor civil scrvants rane scnows dows shoul 
i Comiatment to freedem and democracy 


dows. She alded: Cie «£ cxcrcucs against Tawan 
were intended to ie/tucace the Tarwanese clectoratc in 
the run-up to the pee -dental clecvons ~ 


Lady Chalker sant Ter scale of the exercises has dis- 
ctediad Chisa’s cw) <: cuphass on peaceful reuniiica- 
bon (with Tawa) ec pad “9 all. Coramly the bal- 
lying dada t work 


Literal Demecrat |ord Avebury sad China's action 
off Tarwan wore “a treach of the UN Chatter. which 
protutets the theest of using force” 


Lady Chalker rephed: “This has not gone unnotced. h 
is beng discussed mm New York, as | beard lat week 
And no dou the Securny Council will, m us wisdom, 
come up with one of tts famous answers © 


Former Hong Kong governor Lord Wilson of Tillyorn 
commented “Despite some anticues in Hong Kong. 
which are undertiandatic, and a goad deal of fnchon 
with Chena, the development of Hong Kong remains re- 
markatic. There are many people in Hong Kong who 
ae determuned to make a success of the arrangements 
which come tate force next year and the sew relation- 
stup with Chena that that imples. 


Lady Chalker rephed: “You know better than anyone 
how determined the Hong Kong people are to make a 
success of the cconomy which they have built up. And. 
when one mects husinessmen — even those from China 
— they all want to share in a mila success i the 
Special Adrmmestrative Region These people are to he 
Pransed and cm couraged 


She said: “It's roma Kable how confident peaple are’ and 
added “We should do everything we can to encourage 
that confidence and do nothing to undermine it. 


UK: Rifkind Condemns PRC Moves on Hong Kong 
1290904164996 London PRISS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1624 GMT 3 Apr 


[By Daved Cracknetl) 


[PBIS Transcrited Text) China's plans to scrap Hong 
Kong s clected legislature and replace with its own 
body of appoentecs were condemned as reprchens. 
Me and unjustifiaMic Py Foreign Scoretaty Malkoim 
Rifkind toabay 


UNITED KINGDOM 


a] 


Cluna proposes sctng up a provmonal legsisture 
to st concurrently weth, and cventually renlace, tae 
colony's clected Leguiaive Council 


Bong also wants to ha prodemacray polticuam 
from the planned acw imvitutoms aftcr Hong Kong is 
handed back mca! year 


Mr Rifkind told the Commom #@ gucshon ume. “The 
Cluacee government's postion... s thal they intend that 
there will not be any future for Legoo after June of 
ncal year. As 4 comsegucnce, they have announced 
they imicntom to create a provimonal ieguiatare. We 
teheve that that 1s reprehenshe and unsustifiaec and. 
of course, any problems ac compounded if sone of 
the representatives of the majority of the clectorate wm 
Hong Kong arc mvited to serve of such 4 provmonal 
legislature 


His comments came after shadow foreign sccretary 
Rota Cook voooed concern a suggestion that only 
1S members of Legoo were likely te continue to be 
mvelved im the post-takeover admunstration 


Mr Riflund sand the cxcluwon of Demacratx Party 
representatives, for cxample, was very, very much to 
he condemned’. He added | strongly hope that the 
Chinese government will give further thought as to 
what is necessary in order to cneure the continuation 
of confidence 


UK: MP*s Urge Removal of Saudi Ambawador for 
‘Threats’ 

MMO030414°596 London AL-QUDS Al ARABI 

m Arab 4 Apr pi 


(Unatwibuted report Londen Draft Resolution for 
Saudi Envoy's Removal in Retahaton for His “Threats 
on Televiwon’ | 


(PBIS Tramsieted Excerpt] Londen, AL4JUDS AL. 
‘ARABI — The statements made hy Saudi AmPassador 
Dr. Ghazi al Qusayh provoked angry reactions among 
poltical and media corcles om the British capiial yester. 


day 


A gumbber of Brith MP's sand that al (josey made 
direct threats to the powernment and the courts of law 
in the UK wm the “Panorama program, televieed by the 
BBC on Monday evenmng under the wile Death of a 
Principle 


The Saud amhassader warned that Britain is risting 
the bows of arms Contracts with Saud) Arata by allowrng 
the Saudi oppewtionmt Dr Muhammad al-Mas an to 
May Of its leTTiteTy 


MP's George Galloway Tomy Banks. Ken Livingstone 
Witham Mc Kiewey Romer Litherla (1 and Irene Adarm 
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nave submutied a draft resobubon to the House of Com- 
mons dSemar cong that the Saud: ambassador he removed 
‘Decause be exploned the democratic simosphere im 
Britam to vorce demands characterized by conspcucus 
Nackmail and imcompatibie with his diplomat post, 
@ the official text of the draft resolubon says. 


The draft resolution supported the sharp criticuums of 
the regime m the Kiagdom of Saud: Arama describing 
the regeme as “a monarchist dictatorsiup that has not 
capencaced any kind of clecbons in its history, nor docs 
mt have any knowledge of independent justice” 


Official sources ruled out any support from the House of 
Commons for the draft resolution The sources stressed. 
however, that « reflects a state of “indignation and 


alarm among goveramat and opposition circles at the 
Saudi amPassactor’s statements. 


The sources told AL-QUDS AL- ARABI that the timung 
of the statements, ict alone their content, has donc 
grea’ harm to the goverament’s cffors to contain 
the effects of the al-Mas'ati case on relations with 
Riyadh, cepecially as the new British Ambassador to 
the Kingdom. Andrew Green, submitted hn credentials 


yesterday [passage ometted] 


UK: Security Forces on ‘Red Alert’ on IRA 
Anniversary 

1190304161296 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1517 GMT 3 Apr 9 


[By Alastas Percival] 


[PBIS Transcrited Text} MIS. Special Branch and anv- 
terrormm squad officers around the country have heen 
om fed alert Gus week in the run-up to Sunday's FO 
anmversary of the IRA Easter Rising 


The scowrity service has briefed the Cabinet on a 


hhebhood that bombers may attem™ something hig 
tw mark the date, sand a Whetchall source 


Despite MIS's apparent success in Mocking long-term 
reenience of TRA active service units in mainland 
Brean whe securty service has heen prodicting ancther 
major IRA ‘event to ram home republican capability 
@ @elitary operations: - and the cupense to the UK of 
contarmeng it 

Prine have routinely filmed the 7.000 veincles coming 
mto Ge country daly ever wace the London Dockland 
Mast that ended the |7-month ceasefire, marming civil. 
tame and Nreaking dreams of lasting peace 

Home Secretary Michal Moward tgitened the ant. 
terror laws on Tuesday to put a firm legal footing 
on tougher stop and-search powers 
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No one is saying what other ace sccurnty measures may 
he im force. 


Smmce the Proviwonal IRA returns to ms terror! cam 
paige - “woth great reluctance” to was said - the dons of 
life has been mercifully small so fa - IRA bomber Ed 
ward ( Brea, 21. and isle of Dogs acwsapents lnam 
Basher, 29. and Jobe Jetines, 41 


For Gerry Adams, the holy day murks « tnumph of 
survival, having avonded the spin im the IRA whach 
would have threatenceé his life - post as previcws splits 
led to the killing of many a republican irader by former 
colleagues. 

Michaci Collims, a prime mover of "he suicidal IRA 
insurgents who stormed the Duthie fost Office and 
raised the republican flag in the cox week of Easter 
1916, was shot im the back © ‘he hee! at shor range 
in west Cork in 1922, 10 days ater assumung command 
of the divided aem-> 


In 1916, Collins was among the ‘volumicers captured 
and deported to Eagland until the Christmas of thet 
yea. Wah the defeat of the Easter Rising the IRA 
orgamsation collapsed, but Collins reformed rt 


UK: IRA leswes Annual Eater Mewage 


MS0404075496) Dublin AN PHOBLACHT on EL nglich 
4 Apr 


[Pall teat 
Internet) 


[PBIS Transcribed Text] In its Easter message for 1996 
the Irish Republican Army has stated that i ms fully 
commuted to its repubbcan ofyectives and remains 
teady to help in developing the conditions which wil! 
allow for a meamngful acpotiations prowess. tree from 
preconditions of any kind’. The full text of the IRA 
statement follows 


(in thes the Ohh anniversary of the Easicr Riwing the 
leaderstup of Ogiagh na hEarcann | Soldiers of Ireland! 
extends groctings to its fnends, activists and supporter. 
at home and abroad We salute them Jad Commend them 
for thew continued support and assistance 


To our wmprsoned comrades. them loved ones and fam 
thes we extend continuing solidarity and sappont We 
salute them. We salute aloo the Volunteer scodiers of 
Ogiagh na hEseann, in Ireland and overseas and Com 
mend them for thes: contrmued discipline. fortitude and 
commuument We also applaud the leadership and polr 
ical actevests of Sonn Fem for thew continwmng sterling 
work on the cause of fustice. peace and demexracy 
ireland. As we commemorate Lanter we rememrer a)! 
these who have dad for Irieh freedom. we parthwlarly 


of IRA Easter message — received vis 
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remember Volunteer Eddie O' Bren, who died on active 


service in England on 18 February. To his family and 
comrades we extend our heartfelt sympathy. 


Last Easter saw great hope and expectation. The IRA 
initiative of August 1994, which provided an unprece- 
dented opportunity for the realisation of a just and last- 
ing peace, was by thea over cight months in train. 
British intransigence was of course a cause for con- 
cern, yet hope remained. That hope and expectation 
was slowly and relentlessly strangied by a British gov- 
ernment which squandered the histone opportunity pre- 
sented to it. The British, rather than seize the moment, 
sought only to avoid any meaningful engagement in the 
Irish pzace process. Their adoption of an unashamedly 
unionist agenda and their adherence to the utterly failed 
policies of exclusion and marginalisation of republicans 
led to a deepening and worrying crisis. 


The British refused to engage and to persuade unionists 
to move one millimetre trom thei trenches. This, to- 
gether with the disappointing performance of the Dublin 
government, led to the position where, rather than ad- 
vancing towards a meaningful negotiations process free 
from preconditions, the Irish people were again faced 
with a hardline unionist shopping list underwritten by 
the British government. At the top of this list is a return 
to Stormont. That is never guing to happen. Partition 
in Ireland was founded and sustained on injustice and a 
denial of democracy. It has failed and failed utterly. 


The IRA whose mandate for armed struggle derives 
from Britain's denial of the fundamental nght of the 
Insh people to national self-determination and sover- 
cignty has made its position abundantly clear. We reaf- 
firm that position. The IRA remains fully committed to 
its republican objectives and for so long as Britain per- 
sists in its denial of national and democratic rights in 
Ireland then the IRA will continue to assert those nghts. 


The IRA, of course, remains ready to help in developing 
the conditions which will allow for a meaningful 
negotiations process, free from preconditions of any 
kind. The current position of the British, however, 
prevents ail those in Ireland with a democratic mandate 
from sitting around the negotiating table. The British 
have no mandate or right in Ireland and they will not 
be permitted to set preconditions. It 1s self evident that 


UNITED KINGDOM 


the Brush denial of democracy in Ireland 1s ai the core 
of the conflict. The resolution of that conflict demands 
justice. It demands a negotiated settlement. That ts not 
possible unul the Briush face up to thei responsibiltties. 


As we commemorate our dead we reaffirm that the 
republican struggle remains confident. We will face the 
challenges which lie ahead with the same spirit of unity 
and determination which have sustained our position 
im the face of massive British pressure down the long 
decades of occupation and oppression. 


There remains only one place for all the representatives 
of the Insh people to go and that ts to the negotiating 
table. It 1s our desire and resolve that they will go there 
im circumstances which will allow for the core issues at 
the heart of this conflict to be ad dressed and resolved 
All who seck a genuine and lasting peace in Ireland 
should work for that same end. We stand ready to meet 
our responsibilities. Others, not least the Brush, must 
do likewise. 


BeannachiM na CAsca daoibh go leur 
unknown] 


[expansion 


UK: Trimble Views Latest Counter-Terrorist 
Legislation 

MS$0404081696 London INDLPENDENT in English 
4Apr% pl 


[Letter by Ulster Unionist Party Leader David Trimble 
“Civil Liberues And Counter-Terrorism | 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Sir, much as | admure Simon 
Jenkins's writings, | fear he makes a grave error when 
he suggests that counter-terrorist legislation should be 
avoided on the grounds that it represents “a steady 
slither down the path of authoritananism” (When 
liberalism sleeps”, April 3) 


Governments cannot remain neutral on the subject of 
whether the lives and property of citizens are secure. To 
do so would undermine the very basis of their existence 
Once that happens citizens will take the law into their 
own hands. That this has happened in Ulster (with the 
emergence of loyalist paramilitaries) should worry us 
all. 
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Germany: Kanther Sees Danger of RAF, AIC 
Attacks 


AU0304134396 Frankfur/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE SONNTAGSZEITUNG in German 
31] Mar 9% p3 


{Interview with German interior Minister Manfred Kan- 
ther by Helmut Schwan; place and date not given: “The 
State Is Not Powerless”) 


(FBIS Translated Text] [Schwan] At the end of 1994, 
many people thought that the “Red Army Faction” 
[RAF] as we know it was dead. Is it really’ 


[Kanther] No, it is not, unfortunately. Although there 
have been no further RAF attacks since the bombing of 
the Weiterstadt correctional facility in 1993, one must 
assume that this terrorist group is still capable of acting. 
it ts true that the security authorities consider attacks on 
individuals rather unlikely at the present me following 
the “de-<scalation course” announced by the RAF in 
April 1992, but one must continue to expect attacks on 
specific premises. 

{Schwan] For three years, the Anti-imperialist Cell 
[AIC] has been trying to continue the “armed struggle” 
abandoned by the RAF. More and more lives are in 
danger. Five years after the murder of Rohwedder 
[Detlev Karsten Rohwedder, Trust Agency chairman, 
shot by unknown perpetrators in his own home], should 
one fear a new wave of terror? 


{Kanther] Indeed the AIC is the most dangerous iefi- 
wing terrorist group right now. The AIC has been 
constantly increasing the deadliness of its attacks. It is 
no longer content with merely the climination of its 
target person, but also accepts the death of innocent 
bystanders. However, there can be no talk of a new wave 
of terror. With its attacks and so-called “admissions 
of responsibility” in which it attempts to justify its 
terrorist attacks, the AJC is even criticized among left- 
wing extremist circles. One can assume that the arrest of 
two alleged AIC members on 25 February this year has 
weakened this terrorist organization's action capability. 


[Schwan] The AIC is known for its ability to envelop 
thousands of decisionmakers in a cordon of danger. Is 
the state not powerless in the face of such a broad range 
of targets” 

[Kanther] No. The state is not powerless in the face 
of threats from either the AIC or any other groups. It 
has proved this in its struggle against the RAF and in 
the latest countermeasures against nght-wing or foreign 
perpetrators of violence. Although the AIC has tried to 
target a certain group of people. mainly people in high 
office, the security authorities have undertaken measures 
against attacks by means of steady and consistent work. 
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{Schwan} But this contradicts the clear decrease in left- 
wing terrorist violence reported in the 1994 Office for 
the Protecuon of the Constitution report. Is the terrorists” 


environment breaking apart, as many people hope” 


{Kanther] There are separate reasons for the decline 
in left-wing extremist crime in 1994, so that i ts 
not directly connected with the activity of the lefi- 
wing terrorist environment. Most offenses of a lefit- 
wing extremist background involve street disturbances, 
and these, in turn, are linked to specific events, as the 
“Castor” nuclear waste shipments have shown. As for 
the collapse of the terrorist environment, indeed one 
notices that since the RAF'’s April 1992 declaration 
of abandoning its “armed struggle” and the cnsuing 
controversial debate, the left-wing extremist camp has 
become divided into those who support this position and 
those who oppose it. 


[Schwan] Following Kinkel’s remarks, the courts have 
been rather reluctant to commute the remaining prison 
terms of RAF members. Has an opportunity been 
missed” 


{Kanther] The commutation of remaining prison sen- 
tences 1s a question of justice, which has to examine 
every single case. It has also been applied to impns- 
oned RAF members. Some of them have been released. 
Clemency can always be dispensed by the law, but the 
State will never bargain with terrorists over clemency. 


Germany: Past, Present KGB Actitivies Described 


AU0404090296 Mainz ZDF Television Network 
in German 2015 GMT 3 Apr 96 


[FBIS Report) Mainz ZDF Television Network in 
German in its “Kennzeichen D° [Number plate D} 
program at 2015 GMT on 3 April broadcasts a six- 
minute report by Dietmar Schuhmann and Helmut 
Teichmann on KGB activities under Gorbachev in the 
1980's and the present Russian intelligence network in 
Germany. 


The report begins by saying that many of the things 
that went on when Socialism came to an end in 
Eastern Europe “have remained hidden until today” and 
that many SED [former German Democratic Republic, 
GDR, Socialist Unity Party] members turned away from 
Stalinism when Gorbachev was in power in the former 
USSR, and “some even worked for him, also in secret. 


A man who is described as “Peter H.. scientisi,” and 
whose face has been made unrecognizable in the video, 
says he was recruited by the KGB in Dresden in the 
spring of 1988. His main job was “to find like-minded 
people in the Dresden region. 
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The report goes on to say that a special section of the 
KGB, called “Looch” [Ray], was founded in East Berlin 
in the spring of 1988, which operated via the embassy 
in Berlin and the consulates general in Rostock and 
Leipzig. According to the correspondent, high-ranking 
Stasi [former GDR Information Service) officers knew 
A former officer in the East German Army, who took 
part in the KGB's secret mission and now calls himself 
Dr. Rolf Fiedler, is interviewed in Praguc. He says that 
he was recruited by the KGB in 1972 and joined the 
special group in April 1988. His job was to find “suitable 
people” to “bring down Honecker.” Socialism was to 


to the KGB might now be reactivating this network in 
eastern Germany, he says that “this is not only |.Aely, 
but | am certain of it.” According to Fiedler, the KGB's 
main activity today is industrial espionage, as the “CIS 
stales want to caich up industrially.” He mentions two 
firms in particular that operate as Cover companies for 
the intelligence services: One is “Garantia,” be.cd in 
Moscow, whose deputy director, according to Fiedler, 
“1s clearly a man who has been transferred from the 
KGB to the new services.” The other firm is the 
“Republican Resurrection Fund of Ukraine,” based in 
Kiev. 


The report notes that the Brandenburg Land Office for 
the Protection of the Constitution has registered a big 
increase in the activity of Russian intelligence services 
over the past two years. Wolfram Holtkoetter, the head 
of the Office's counterintelligence department, says that 
“old relations are increasingly being reactivated and 
used for intelligence service purposes.” 


Peter H. confirms that his cooperation with the KGB 
“has never been officially terminated.” 


The report concludes by saying that former agenis 
have made documents available to ZDF that list 15 
cover firms used by the Russian intelligence services, 
“from engineering companies to trading firms,” which 
conduct “industrial espionage and west-cast technology 
transfer.” 


GERMANY " 


Germany: Parties Demand ‘Severe’ Anti-PKK 
Measures 


AU0404115496 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
4Apr% ps 


[Report by Ruediger Moniac: “The State Must Not 
Make Concessions to PKK”) 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bonn — Following the 
recent terrorist threats that Abdullah Ocalan, chairman 
of the banned Workers Party of Kurdistan [PKK], issued 
against leading politicians in Bonn, the Bundestag 
Groups of the Christian Democratic Union/Christian 
Social Union [CDU/CSU] and the Social Democratic 
Party [SPD] have demanded more severe measures 
against Ocalan’s organization. Wolfgang Zeitimann, 
domestic policy spokesman of the CDU/CSU group, has 
made it clear that Germany will not be blackmailed by 
murder threats. SPD domestic policy spokesman Fniz 
Rudolf Koerper told WESTDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG that 
in view of Ocalan’s murder threats against Federal 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl and Forcign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel, the PKK has lost its nght of hospitality on 
German soil and has to be fought with severe measures. 
In an interview with the Cologne-based EXPRESS. 
Zeitimann said that Ocalan’s behavior is unbearable. His 
Organization must be mad if it thinks that Germany will 
be blackmailed by murder threats against politicians, 
Zeitimann said. 


Koerper warned that the terrorist organization's threats 
might increase tensions, which could have an effect on 
domestic policy, comparable with the one in connection 
with the asylum conflict. The Federal Government must 
do everything to help relax the situation by diplomatic 
means. The SPD's domestic policy spokesman said that 
his party's Bundestag Group is prepared in principle 
to cooperate on additional legal measures if necessary. 
Koerper pointed out, however, thal in the event of 
deportations, the Human Rights Convenuon must not 
be violated. CSU Deputy Zeitimann said: “The PKK has 
overdone it now.” The state cannot allow terrorists to 
extort concessions by means of murder threats. [passage 
omitted] 
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France: President Chirac Departs for Lebanon, 
Egypt 

BRO404092896 Paris AFP in French 
0806 GMT 4 Apr 96 


{FBIS Translated Text} Paris, 4 Apr (AFP) — At 0930 
hours local time [0730 GMT] on Thursday [4 April] 
morning President Jacques Chirac left Paris for Lebanon 
where he will be on an official visit until 6 April. This 
was announced by the Elysee press service. 


The head of state, who is expected to arrive in Beiru* 
in the early aflernoon, is accompanied by five minis- 
ters: Francois Bayrou (national education), Herve de 
Charette (foreign affairs), Jean Arthuis (economy and 
finance), Margie Sudre (French-speaking community in 
the world), and Herve Gaymard (health). 


After his stay in Lebanon, Jacques Chirac will travel to 
Egypt for another official visit from Saturday to Monday 
(6-8 April}. 


France: Admiral Addresses ‘Professionalization’ of 
Navy 


BR0404092796 Paris AFP in French 
1527 GMT 3 Apr 96 


{(FBIS Translated Text] Paris, 3 Apr (AFP) — On 
Wednesday [3 April] Admiral Jean-Charles Lefebvre, 
Navy chief of staff, said that in three years’ time 
his forward action forces will have been “completely 
dnanendiiun an en tee tend Acad- 

emy in Paris, added that this professionalization will, as 
Gamal, Uh Ge beens canted cand te On 
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presence of conscripts in his units im the event of de- 
ployment abroad. 


Al present the Navy includes 18,000 conscripts. In six 
years the Navy will number no more than 2,000 to 4,000 


personnel. 


Furthermore, the Navy chief of staff said he 1s convinced 
of “the need to maintain a low average age of naval 
personnel, this being a necessary precondition for main- 
taining its availability and efficiency.” Admural Lefebvre 
said that the influx of recruits will be maintained “both 
quantitatively and qualitatively.” 


All the same, he added that during the period covering 
the transition to the new format “a special effort will 
have to be made” to provide retraining for civilian 
careers. For the time being the average age of Navy 
personnel is 27. Three-fourths of officers leave the Navy 
after an average of 15 to 18 years to star a second 
career in the civilian sector. So the Navy chief of staff 
is concerned about retaining this retraining for civilian 
life in the new look Navy. 


Admiral Lefebvre also indicated that the Navy is think- 
ing about the possibilities “of adjusung the maintenance 
schedule for the Charles de Gaulle aircraft carrier at the 
Start of its career” to compensate for the replacement 
of the current aircraft carrier Foch, which is not pro- 
vided for in the next military planning law. This second 
aircraft carrier, needed “to be available at all times for 
an air and sea group” is in fact included in the 20-year 
plan. Admiral Lefebvre underlined that there is reason 
to fear that this operational availability of the a and 
sea group “would be temporanly incomplete.” 
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Italy: Clinton Remarks on Internal Politics 
‘Irrelevant’ 

BRO404100496 Milan IL GIORNALE in lalian 
4Apr% po 


{Commentary by Arturo Gismondi: “PDS Not Content 
With US. Blessing”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Oscar Luigi Scalfaro wasted 
no time as he toured the United States. It must be 
acknowledged, amid the confusion reigning on the 
Ktahan political scene, that he showed a truly remarkable 
Capacity for imitiative and consistency in underscoring 
his influence and the influence of his office. 


Speaking in Mexico and in the United States, the 
head of state issued two strong messages concerning 
the clecuon campaign, messages of which the Italian 
people will not fail to take note, however one or the 
other lincup judges them. The first message is that a 
presidential system, which one of the two coalitions 
running im the election has included in its platform, 
is of can be a dangerous move, indeed a “fearful” 
move because the head of state links it in some way 
to a lessening of parliament's legitimacy. And there 
is NO poimt in answering that parliament has been 
humiliated in recent years by the decision to opt for 
‘presidential” and “technocratic” governments and the 
“overthrows” associated with them. The message was 
sent and received. IL MANIFESTO ran the headline, 
“Well Done, Scalfaro'” and this minor episode, in all 
its absurdity, shows the mindset with which the head of 
State's move was received in Italy. 


The row over Scalfaro’s Mexico speech was barely over 
when the second message came from the United States, 
a message which the major dailies — starting with LA 
REPUBBLICA — predictably interpreted as a helping 
hand for D’Alema and the PDS [Democratic Party of 
the Left}. Bill Clinton said — this is the message from 
Washington — that the United States is not concerned 
over the outcome of the election whichever side wins. 
The zealous translation is that victory for the PDS 1s not 
seen as a threat by Haly's friends and allies. 


We should point out that Clinton's statement can be 
imterpreted in any one of a nusahber of ways, because 
in giving the green light to both the coalitions, Clinton 
also gave the lie to the many journalistic interpretations 
and hints that U.S. political and financial circles are 
concerned about the “danger of a rightist victory,” be nt 
for AN (National Alliance] or Berluscom. But as Sergio 
Romano wisely pointed out in LA STAMPA, there can 
he no dow that hitherto US. vetoes, reiterated only 20 
years ago during the governments of national solidar') 
championed by [former Prime Minister] Moro « 
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Berlinguer [former Kahan Communist Party secretary 
general], have been directed against the presence of 
Communists in the Republic's governments. People are 
today tnumphantly acclaiming the end of that veto. 


If that is the message, it must be pomted out that 
there was no need for it. Nobody dreamed of disputing 
D'Alema’s right to govern if that ts what the Itahan 
people want and the clectorate decides. If anything. 
the only one who nurtured any doubts on that score ts 
D’ Alema himself, who has poor old Prod: represent him 
as aspiring premicr. So Clinton's statement, whether 
sshicited of spontancous, has no political relevance other 
than that which Itahan politicians — especially those in 
the Olive Tree lineup — and the media choose to assign 
to it. 


What should be pointed out, on the other hand, 1s that 
precisely on account of its urelevance both from a 
strictly political and from a diplomatic viewpoint, onc 
iS al pains to understand what need Italy has, and what 
need D’Alema has, of such authoritative endorsement 
The Warsaw Pact no longer exists; postcommunist 
parties are back in government in East Europe and 
are asking to join NATO, the political and strategic 
obstacles which made the presence of a communist party 
in government undesirable in our allies’ cyes ceased to 
exist with the fall of the Berlin Wall. So one tails to 
understand what need D'Alema has of messages from 
Washington. 


Indeed, if the PDS and the Olive Tree wish to govern, 
they will have to persuade a majority of Malian voters, 
the only ones called on to judge an alliance stretching 
from Dini to Bertinotti via a hefty portion of the 
first republic's old politicians. Anything cise ts an 
added extra, and as Sergio Romano points out, it 
represents excessive zeal toward the Americans, who are 
assigned powers of judgment they may not even want 
Itahan political leaders with institutional duties had not 
reinstated the rite of a trip to the capital of the empire 
to otain the sovereign’s Diessing for many years, and 
frankly nobody really felt any need for them to do so 


Italy: Clinton's ‘Historic’ Ternabout on PDS 
Viewed 

BRO304 134096 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
J Apr ppl. s&s 


(Commentary by Giovanm Valentin 
Fallen} 


[FBIS Translated Text] By a significant comewence. 
just as Italy's bishops announced their neutrality in the 
ccction yesterday, President Clinton received our head 
state in Washington and publicly announced the US 


A Wall Has 
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“go-ahead” to the PDS [Democratic Party of the Left] wing” of the PDS, represented first and foremost by 
on the road to government. This constitutes a change Waller Veltroni. 

fs poe Pag btn ay} asics aouatee is Following Clinton's “go-ahead, from now on u will 
the West. and also our greatest ally has thus publicly be much more difficult for anyone in Malian politics to 
confirmed the former communist party's international  *!¢8¢ supposed delays and anomalies, io propose ancw 
and democratic legiumizauion. A wall really has come the “exclusion agreement” that has hitherto prevented 


the Left's accession to government. The PDS can 
no longer be opposed by the cultural and politcal 
reservations that confined the PCI to a ghetto for so long. 
partly because of its objective shoricomungs, starung 
with its name and its symbol. On the eve of the clection, 
however, America’s recognition represents a permut that 
is tantamount to some cxicnt to a Compensation and 
settles old scores. It hardly needs to be pownted oui that 
all this is happening under ihe auspices of President 
Scalfaro and, so to speak, with the sponsorship of 
such an important ally-cum-guarantor as Lamberto Dini, 
nicknamed “Lambertow” or “the American” precisely 
because of his good relations v th the United States and 
the credibility that he enjoys among the public abroad 


Nevertheless it would be a major mistake to conclude 
that, with this U.S. approval, the PDS and the Olive 
Tree now have victory in thei pocket in the 21 April 
contest. Clinton has certainly made a major Contribution 
to purifying the election campaign. And nobody in good 
faith can be so shocked at this. Bul it 1s through the 
ballot boxes and voters’ decisions in a few weeks time 
that the center-Left coalition must gain the majority of 
votes and thus the right to govern the country 


Italy: Scalfaro’s ‘Short, Low-Key’ U.S. Visit Viewed 
BRO304132296 Milan IL GIORNALE in latan 
3 Apr % ps 


{Report by Alberto Pasolin: Zancll: 
Backs Center-Left’ | 


[FBIS Translated Text} Oscar Luigi Scaltaro’s visit to 
Washington was one of the brictest visits that a foreign 
chief of state has ever paid to the US. capital. It lasted 
from morning until evening, without even a night's 
rest, with a lunch. a dinner, and a short meeting 

of normal cordiality — with Bill Clinton at the White 
House, after which they stepped out onto the green 
lawns sodden with rain and swept by sem-Arctic winds 
The two presidents — the presidentialist one and the 
one that claims not to be a presidentialist —— exchanged 
remarks expressing the lowest common denominator of 
a dialogue between allies. “Our two peoples, Clinton 
intoned, without any great flashes of imagination, but 
in a youthful tone and in Italian, are now and forever 
allies, friends, a family” They worked together for 
half a century in the “Cold War and even now that 
it is over they have reason to manta a dialogue 


Scaltaro mn US 
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For instance, the United States “regards Italy as an 
cnormously valuable partner.” 


For his part, Scalfaro was careful not to revive the con- 
troversy over constitutional systems, perhaps because 
he knows that the United States is not Mexico, or per- 
haps because the criticisms of his remarks in the for- 
mer Aztec capital left a mark. In his bref toast there 
was only one political reference: Scalfaro said that “the 
trans-Allantic link was opposed by the communists in 
the past”; he then hastened to add that now “the vast 
majority of parties share the same values and princi- 
ples in foreign policy. So Italy can continue to per- 
form its role for peace and justice worldwide, alongside 
the United States.” Our head of state's aim seemed to 
be thus to reassure his interlocutors about the prospect 
that the Olive Tree — the so-called center-Lefi align- 
ment, dominated by the former communists of the PDS 
[Democratic Party of the Left], with the participation of 
the unrepentant communists of Communist Renewal — 
could openly assume the power that it now possesses in 
practice through the ambiguous formula of the “presi- 
dentialist’ government of technocrats of Lamberto Dini, 
who 1s indeed contesting the clecuion in an alliance with 


the PDS and, via step-down agreements, in association 
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with Communist Renewal. And Clinton seems to have 
received Scalfaro’s message well enough to prompt him 
to say: “As far as we are concerned, there 1s no reason 
to worry if the PDS accedes to government.” 


For his part, Scalfaro was keen to expla n — perhaps 
protesting too much — that he had been ‘so keen to 
visit the White House, but not, as many people in 
Europe do, in order to mount a promotion operation 
or to feel more important. That would have shown a 
lack of respect.” The reason for his visit, he stressed, 
“is simply to underline and reaffirm the uninterrupted 
friendship and cooperation between our two countnes. 


In other words, our head of state explained the reasons 
why he did “not” go to America, without, however, 
providing an explanation of why he did go. His remarks 
were thus consistent with the overall tone of the visit, 
which was short and low-key. By the evening Scalfaro 
was already on his way to New York, where he presided 
over a session of the UN General Assembly. That 
100 was a routine event thal may leave some pleasant 
memories but that will certainly leave no mark on the 
history of relations between our two countries. 
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BRO204145796 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 29 Mar 9% p 18 


[Article by Mota Amaral, Portuguese Assembly of Re- 
public deputy speaker: “Current Importance of Atlantic 
Alhance | 

[FBIS Translated Text} The WEU Parliamentary As- 
sembly delegation which visited Washington this week 
was able to hear from semor officials from the White 
House, the State Department, and the Pentagon fervent 
declarations of principle about the U.S. commitment to 
maintaining and suengthening the Atlant». alliance. 


This stance concerns Portugal very particularly. I had 
the opportunity to state this at those working mectings, 
in perfect harmony with Jose Medciros Ferreira, ty: 
other Portuguese delegate. The Azores’ decisive role in 
Portugal's definition as an Atlantic country and in th: 
relations and tasks connected with our involvement 1) 


NATO was emphasized. 


A return by the United States to tsolavonism would 40% 
be healthy for Europe or for the rest of the world, or 
even also for the United States iiself. But that is clearly 
not what is on the closest horizon for all of us. 


Some uncertainty is often noted on the European side 
about the United States’ continuing interest in our con- 
unent’s securtiy in this period following the victorious 
end of the Cold War. It is true that the collapse of Com- 
muntsm and the downfall of the Suvet Union com- 
pletely changed the European and work’ wide geostrate- 
gic picture. Everybody acknowledges that a more fluid 
and uncertain situauvon. full of new possitihues and new 
nsks, too, resulted from that. 


We must adjust ideas and institutions to the new state 
of affairs. 


Europe wishes to have greater freedom in decisionmak- 
ing and a more promivent role in the common defense 
and security issues which concern it. 


Recent developments in the situation show that there 1s 
sti!) a long way to go in these areas... 


The former Yugoslavia’s long agony and the bloody 
conflict afflicting it are thorns in the side of Europe's 
aspirations to assert itself. 


The Dayton agreements and the deployment of the 
implementation Force [TPFOR) on the scene of operations 
in Bosmia made the U.S. leadership clear. 


Ome problem is sull clearly unresolved. The United 
States has announced that it will withdraw its forces 
before the November presidential clection, and there 1s 
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nO teason to doubt thal, with so strong a reason, 1 will 
do so. 


What stance will the other IFOR partners, incloding 
Russia, adopt’ And what will Portugal do’ 


In a Statement before the WEU Parliamentary Assembly 
in London at the end of February Britush Pome Minis- 
ter John Major made it quite clear that the United King- 
dom’s troops will not remain on the ground a day longer 
than the Americans... It is to be feared that when the 
fall comes, not just the leaves will fall from the trees. 
over there in tortured Bosnia. It seems that 1 will be 
wise to avoid any kind of cuphoria about Europe's as- 
serung itself in these matters of common defense and 
security. With NATO we know where we are and have 
been well off. 


In most cases adventures are paid for very dearly. 


The Atlantic alliance must be recognized as the primary 
and fundamental instrument of European security. The 
strengthening of the European pillar is necessary and 
must be donc, but always within the NATO framework, 
and also strengthening its structures and thei respective 
means of action. 


Moreover, part of the line about the US. withdrawal— 
and that of Canada should not be forgotten, cxther —1s 
rather incoherent. 


Kt is certainly not compatible with the US. forces 
Slaying on Our continent, now even in new forms, 
appropriate to the new situations and threats. 


But nor does it square with other delicate probierns— 
demographic, technological, psychological, and even 
simply financial—<concerning which the predominant 
tone in the societies of Europe is remote from the 
demands resulung from heavier military obligations and 
commitments. 

Within the NATO framework the WEU has tts role, 
and it is inadvisable to hastily merge it with the EU 
insutulions. 


For Portugal, Europe's “continentalization” is not at all 
. The EU's castward enlargement, as wel! 
as that of NATO itself, too, is inevitable, however much 
some Russian voices may protest. and even perhaps the 
faster the more they protest... Moreover, new forms of 
dialogue and cooperation must be strengthened with the 
Russian Federation, acknowledging and guaranteeing 
the important role which it naturally has within a stabic 
framework of European and worldwide relations 


But our old continent's complexity is incompatine with 
simplistic approaches 
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For the EU not to exhaust itself by dispersing its 
chergies in the medium term. it must not seek to absorb 


everything. 


Thus we wil! have to continue to live, even with greater 
freedom of movement (which is especially important 
for the smallest countries) in a salutary institutional 
pluralism, but always turned toward the Atlantic and, 
strengthening the mutual interests and the ues of blood 
which unite us, toward America. 


Portugal: Report Examines Future 
EU-WEU-NATO Ties 

BRO204124396 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 28 Mar 96 p4 


[Report signed “M.P.B.”: “Hard To Reconcile NATO 
Structures With WEU™) 

[FBIS Translated Text) One of the IGC's [Intergovern- 
mental Conference) tasks will be to examine ways of 
developing a European identity in line with the objec- 
tives set out tn Maastricht, while at the same ume taking 
account of the decisions made by the weaty which call 
for the common foreign and security policy to include 


2. A closer relationship that enables the EU to play a 
direct role in the WEU for humanitarian, peacekeeping, 
and other crisis management operations (the so-~<alled 
“Petersherg missions.) 

Two scenarios have been analyzed within that option: 


a Making the WEU subordinate to the EU, w its 
executive wing in the “Petersberg” domain; 


b. Transferring the “Petersberg missions” to the EU, 


with the WEU then becoming responsible for territorial 
defense in conjunction with NATO. 


3. Incorporate the “Petersherg missions” into the Treaty. 


4. Gradually integrate the WEU into the EU. In this 
case, the WEU will act as the Union's executive body in 
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the EU member statics maintain that 
national sovereignty must continue to 


22 


Integration or Autonomy 


Supporters of WEU autonomy maintain that such an ap- 
proach would allow more flexibility in the involvement 
of all the member states in developing the European se. 


mt 
et 


1GC 
and timetable for a fusion in the short term. The WEU 
would 


disappear, eliminating duplication of security 
(Common Foreign and Security Policy) and defense 


fi 


As for the WEU, it agrees to expanding its operational 
Capacity and to its future integration into the EU, 
without prejudging how it will fit into the NATO 
framework. 


At the IOC, the issue will be raised of the nood for closer 
cooperation where weapons are concerned and the need 
for a common arms exporting policy 
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European pillar of NATO. They also talked about 
enlargement of the alliance to inchude the countnes 
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Chanac! | on Russian TV and Yeltsin's sccurity advises, 
said that NATO cnlargement “would be a major failure 
for the emocratic process in Russia.” General Luis Alc- 
jandio Sintes (director of the Toledo Infantry Academy 
and a veteran of Bosmia, E! Salvador, and Mozamimquc }. 
read extracts from an interesting GRU [Russian Mil- 
itary Intelligence Service] report which calls NATO's 
promuse to “enlarge to include Eastern Europe a provo- 
cation and an “extremely scrious decision.” The tone of 
the report is simular to the sarcastic threat Yeltsin made 
to Javier Solana a few days ago in Moscow. “If you 
push NATO's borders up to our borders, we will place 
our missiles next to the border with NATO.” the Rus- 


sian president said 


A certain level of consensus could be felt among the 
Spanish parliamentary representatives on the concept of 
“European defenses,” but not much else. On the other 
hand. there was no agreement on updating the muilitury 
budgets, nor on the length of military service and the 


professsionalizavon of the armed forces. 


Negotiations 
LD0404095396 Madnd RNE-1 Radw Network 
in Spanish 0600 GMT 4 Apr 96 


[FBIS Translated Text} In his first interview since the [4 
March] elections with the newspaper EL SOCIALISTA, 
Acting Pome Minister Felipe Gonzalez said the Spanish 
Socialist Workers’ Party [PSOE] will take no part in 
the tension and insults that continue to swamp politics 
Furthermore, Gonzalez firmly demoed that his party 
is interested in placing obstacles to the negotiations 
between the Popular Party (PP) and the nationalists 


The socialist leader said that, given the election results 
of 3 March, the PSOE is the only political force adic so 
offer the nation an alternative and stop the right wing 


With regard to relations between the socialists and the 
United Left, Felipe Gonzalez said im the interview that 
a change in the attitudes of both groups ts needed to try 
to reach a reasonable agreement on the lef! 
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NC0304151696 Athens | KATHIMERIN in Greek 

3 Apr ps 

(PBIS Translated Text) Forcign Minister Theodhoros 
Pangalos yestercay invited Turkish Ambassador in 
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“peace with honour” for both sides and harmony within 
the European Union 


The two countries again swapped protests over claims 
to the Imia islets, scenc of a confrontation cartier this 
year, after a Grock snepherd landed on one of them, 
reportedly to water goats. 


Pangalos added (I look forward to discussing soluvons 
with my Turkish counterpart who | understand is a 
moderate and reliable man 


“But Turkey must realise that the absolute minimum it 
must do first is to withdraw its threats of war, declare 


GREECE 





that will take any clams it has against Greece to the 
International Court in The Hague. and respect the status 
quo im the meantime 


“Once that munimem is done the climate will improve 
radically, Greece will not employ tts veto and relations 
between Turkey and the Union will develop.” 


Pangalos had forced a postponement of the EU-Turkey 
Counct! of Association and tts accompanying financial 
aid after Ankara refused to accept a text drawn up 
by all EU forcign ministers. But be welcomed Turkish 
Premier Mesut Yilmaz's suggestions of talks as “a great 
improvement . 

He added: “Rather than Turkey's proposal for bilateral 
talks without a legal framework, | would propose to my 
Turkish counterpart a step-by-step solution. We should 
creale a jolt Commiutice to discuss an agreement on 
the legal terms. Next, we can revive the committees 


on good ncighbourlincss, to promote cooperation im 
mutually beneficial arcas trade. tournsm and anti-drugs 


smuggling 


“Once we reach that level, it mught facilitate a mutual 
slackening of the two countries’ military presence im the 
Aegean. Turkey must realise that tts course into Europe 
also passes through good relations with Greece and all 
its European friends will tell it so 


Greece: Spokesman Denies Internal Disagreements 
Over Defense 

NC0304123196 Athens Ellinsk: Radhiofoma Radio 
Network in Greek 1100 GMT 3 Apr % 


(PBIS Translated Text) Government spokesman Dhim- 
itrios Reppas said: There is no disagreement whatso- 


Defense Minister Yerasimos Arsenis at 4 gathering yes- 
terday. 

Mr. Reppas noted that the allega’-ons about noncistent 
Gisagrecents are crafty, He added that Mr. Arsenis 


of 

the government's policy to have 

strong armed forces. Mr. Reppas added When Mr 

Arsenis spoke about a mild policy, he was referring to 
1960-62 period with regard to Imvros (Gokceada! 
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the Greek Goverment had asked for 170 Leopard tanks, 
which Bonn did not wish to grant Greece because of 
the Grock-Turkish differences and the fea that te 
equipment could be used in a “hot” Greek-Turkish 
confrontauon. Germany has granted such tanks to Spain. 
Last year. the Turkish general staff systemaucally began 
t© seck the political support of the German Ministry 
of Defense for the co-production of Leopard tanks in 


the German Ministry of Defense with the impression 
that Bona and Munsch—-where DASA 1s lox ated ould 
hope to secure the largest project the Greek Au Force 
is awarding during this decade, but German officials 
are annoyed by the fact that new “political and arms 
conditions continue to enter the game” af a time when 
is afraid of damaging its relavons with Ankara 
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Turkey: Officiak on Greek Defense Minster’s 
Remarts 


NOD304185996 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 3 Apr % 


told Parliament on Tuesday [2 April] that Turkey was 
Shad Expecting a positive response from Athens to its 
recently announced peace imstiative armed at Greece. 


“We retain our hope that a new cra can be opened in 


“Tbope that dus remains just a claam. Greece has nothing 
Sungurtu said 


TURKEY 2 


Turkey's olive branch.” he added. referring to Yilmarz's 
imuative on March 24 


Prime Minister Konstandines Simets  cupected to 
respond officially to that mmtiative mm the comung days 


Tension between the two countnes peaked mm February 
and caiy March thus yew when they came to the Dremk 
of war over possession of the Kardak rocks. unmnhatted 
islets in the Acgean known to the Grock we os Iona 


While a clash was avericd with the imicrvenios of 
the United States, Greece embarked on 4 campaign 
of keeping the tension high. princepally by Mocking 
Turkey's path in the European Union even ft a com 
to 1S OWR IMage among its Partners 


Prime Minister Yilmaz. on March 24. called for uncon. 
divonal talks with Greece to sort out prohiems relauag 
to the Acgean, and opened the path to turd patty @ 

bitration” im this context 


He also sand Turkey was prepared to sign a Proendshep 
and Neighborliness Agreement with Athens and to 
imtiate military confidence-bullding measures in the 
Acgean region. 


Despite Athens'’s initial dismiuesive reaction some in 
flucntial Groek politicians, such as the honorary leader 
of the New Democracy Party Konstandimos Mitectakrs. 
have sad Ankara’s offer should he studied for any merit 
it may have. 


What has angered Ankara now ate recent remarks hy 
Arsenis, who according to some analysts 1s pursuing 
his own political agenda calling for an international 
Hellenic front” to be estahinhed against Turkey 


Arsenis also called for the protierm hetwoen Turkey 
and its neighbors such a Iran, Irag. Syria. Armenia 
Russia and Bulgaria to he used to estab @ ant 
Turkish bloc 


Arsenis’ remarks, made during an address to university 
students in Thessaloniki, also comtamned an admeson 
that Greece had secured landing mghts trom Syna for 


its fighter jets to be deployed against Turkey 


Arsenis, during the same address repeated the claim that 
Kardak belonged to Greece and that any Greek citizen 
could go there and any Greek fisherman fieh there 


This View was repeated by Arecnms asctant af the 
Ministry of Defense Cunng a parhamentary dchatc 


A eritien statement from the Turkish Foreign Momestry 
on Monday referred to Arsen remarks, i wha 
the Greek minister had alo clamed that Kemalem 


wes cipanwonm Py nature. and calls for ciiotts to 
(Areenes ) has 


cneare that tt was defeated from wrthon 
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U_S.-mediated decision by the two sides to return to the 
“status quo antec” Concerning the islet, represented “new 
cramples of wresponsiility” on the part of Athens. 


“As & turned out a Greek citizen landed on the islet on 
March 3! wummediately after these remarks (in the Greek 
Parliament) and stayed there for a while, leading to a 
formal protest on our part. the statement sad. 


"We imvite Greece once again to refrain from such 


Turkey: Naval Exercises Begin in Marmara, Aegean 


TAN404170596 Ankara TRT Telewnon Network 
in Turkish 1500 GMT 4 Apr % 


[FBIS Translated Text} The Black Whale-96 tactical 


exercises. The ships will call on the ports of izmar and 
Canakkale as well. 


Meanwhile, the Marine Wind 1-96 tack «= Maneuvers. 


in Turkish 1700 GMT 3 Apr % 
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navonal anthems of the two Countnes were played Al. 
ter that, Shevardnadze inspected the Honor Guard 


Is a speech af the ceremony, Pressdemt Demure! san! 
that there is no dowlt thal the view will advance and 


He said that he retains the positive impressions vc pot 
Guring the talks he held @f the ume. Demure! pnted 


has extensive knowledge of and endless cxperence in 
regional and world problems. He said that during the 
talks they will benefit from this valuable experience 
while studying the important regional probiems that 


Countries. 


recording} During this view, we wll 
various aspects of Pilateral Cooperation and 


imternational probiems that concern the two 
a that the talks will help strengthen the 
tradivonal, good-neighbor, and fnenmtiy relations. and 
serve the development of cconomx Cooperation to 
the benefit of both sides. Also, we plan to sign a senes of 
agreements that will further cxpand the icgal framework 
of our close relavons. [end recording} 


Shevardnadze began his remarks by saying | am very 
happy to be on the soil of our great neighbor Turkey, 
among our hospitable friends. He sand that Georgia 

pleased that its relations with Turkey. Pased on 
. Be turning ime an 


unimerrupted dialogue He ported out that Turkey has 
hand whenever Georgia has heen in 
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The visiting head of state caplamned that the financial 
system im his country has been improved and a new 
Constitution approved He said that the statility in Geor- 
gia makes itself apparent in every field. even if mod- 
estly. However, he said, certann unresolved conflats and 
the violations of territorial integrity are among Geor- 
prodiems. He added ‘hat the inmative 
calls Peaceful Caucasus has been received with 
the leaders of the regional cowntnes and the 
public. He pointed out that the Thulin: Dec. 
reflects this understanding. He added that the 
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at the official welcomung ceremony in Cankaya 
were Mustafa Kalemh. speaker of the Turkish Grand 
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National Assembly [TGNA]; Prime Minister Mesut 
Yilmaz, General Ismail Hakki Karadayi, chief of the 
General Staff, Constitutional Court President Yekta 
Gungor Ozden, Recai Kutan, Welfare Party deputy 
leader on behalf of the main opposition party, certain 
ministers; and other officials. 


After the speeches, Demirel and Shevardnadze met 
alone. Later, the delegations of the two countries met 
under the leadership of their respective presidents. The 
Turkish delegation included Foreign Minister Emre Go- 
nensay, State Minister Eyup Asik; Justice Minister 
Mehmet Agar. and Husnu Dogan. minister of energy 
and natural resources, while the Georgian delegation 
included Foreign Minister (Irakli Menagurishvili), Fi- 
nance Minister Davit lakobidze, Justice Minister Tedo 
Ninidze, Communications Minister Pridon Injia, and 
other officials. 


After the talks between the two delegations, Shevard- 
nadze received Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz. The for- 
eign ministers of the two countries and other officials 
were also preseat at the mecting. 


Meanwhile, State Minister Imren Aykut visited Mrs. 
Shevardnadze at the mansion where she is staying. 


President Demure! will give a dinner in honor of 
Shevardnadze at the Cankaya Mansion this evening. 
At the end of the official talks, the two countries are 
expected to sign certain agreements al a ceremony to 
he attended by the two presidents tomorrow. After that, 
Shevardnadze will go to the TGNA where he will meet 
with Speaker Kaleml: and address the parliamentarians. 


Turkey: Turkish-Georgian Joint Communique 
Issued 


TA0404130296 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1200 GMT 4 Apr 96 


|FBIS Translated Text} The official Turkish-Georgian 
calks, which began in Ankara yesterday, have concluded. 
A joint communique issued in connection with the 
talks stressed the determination to further advance 
the traditionally fnendly and close relations between 
the two countnes. Eight agreements and a protocol 
envisioning Milateral cooperation im various fields were 
also signed at the Cankaya Mansion today. 


This morning. Georgian President Eduard Shevardnadze 
am! President Suleyman Demirel attended the signing 
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ceremony of the joint Communique pertaining to the of- 
ficial talks held between the two countries’ delegations 
yesterday. The communique, which was signed by the 
two presidents, stated that the talks were held in an 
atmosphere befitting the traditional relauons of fnend- 
ship that link the two peoples together. According to 
the communique, the sides exchanged views on regional 
and topical international issues and bilateral relations, in 
particular. 

Expressing the satisfaction of Demirel and Shevard- 
nadze over the significant development of Turkish- 
Georgian relations, the joint staement noted: Both pres- 
idents underlined their governments’ strong will to in- 
tensify efforts to establish peace in the region and thus 
pave the way for regional cooperation. The statement 
declared that the two presidents stressed the need for 
all sides to respect the principles of independence. sov- 
creignty, equality of rights, territorial integnty, inviola- 
bility of borders, and noninterference in internal affairs, 
if peace and security is to be instituted in the entire re- 
gion. 

Following the signing of the joint communique, the rel- 
evant ministers proceeded to sign the agreements en- 
visioning Cooperation in various fields between Turkey 
and Georgia. Demirel and Shevardnadze also observed 
the signing of the agreements. Foreign Minister Emre 
Gonensay, Justice Minister Mehmet Agar, Energy and 
Natural Resources Minister Husnu Dogan, and Trans- 
portation Minister Omer Barutcu signed five agreements 
with their Georgian counterparts. The agreements cover 
arrangements at customs checkpoints; mutual judicial 
assisiance on legal, commercial, and criminal matters, 
casing up of visa procedures for the general public: co- 
operation in the field of energy; and mutual assistance 
in Communications. 

An agreement concerning Cooperation between the radio 
and television corporations of the two countries was also 
signed by TRT General Mirector Tayfun Akguner and 
the Georgian radio-television director. An agreement 
on cooperation between the ANATOLIA AGENCY 
and the Georgian news agency, as well as agreements 
declaring Ankara and Tbilisi sister cities, were also 
signed during the same ceremony. 
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